
Configuring Domain Controllers as Global Catalog Servers 
 

• Logon to, or connect to (using remote tools) a domain controller on the network.  
• Open Administrative Tools, and ‘Active Directory Sites and Services’. 
• Expand the Sites’ container, and then the name of the site (for example, Default-

First-Site-Name). 
• Expand the server object which is the name of the domain controller you want to 

make a Global Catalog. 
• Right-click the ‘NTDS Settings’ under the server name, and choose ‘Properties’ 

 
 
• From the ‘General’ tab, there is a check box named ‘Global Catalog’. Check this 

option to make the server a global catalog. 

 
 
• In the right-hand pane, you will see as list of DC’s this server replicates with. 

Select a domain controller in this list which is already a Global Catalog, right-
click the object and choose ‘Replicate Now’. 


